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Sentence Work

The Sentence Work exercises are designed to develop higher quality sentences. These
lessons will guide students through practice that will improve language and complex
sentence structure.

1. Sentence #1 begins with short phrases that will help students show the reader an
image/concept without hitting them over the head. They write two to three sentences
that paint a picture in the reader’s mind of the image the writer wishes to create.

For example:
Phrase: an angry man
Response: Mr. Robinson slammed the merchandise on the counter and
fumed, “I want my money back!”

2. Sentence #2 is designed to improve elaboration and create more vivid images.
These sentences have lines for adjective placement and include precise verbs.
Students should recopy the sentence and include adjectives or descriptive phrases.
Students should concentrate on creating vivid images. Students should choose
precise nouns and verbs whenever possible. A precise noun often creates a better
Image than several adjectives.

For example:
The golden horse trotted through the deserted field.
or
The palomino trotted through the deserted field.

3. Sentence #3 provides practice and familiarity with synonyms for the word, ‘said’.
Students copy the sentence and include a synonym for ‘said’ that suits the quotation.
Some suggestions are included on the student page entitled: “Different ways
to say “said’.

For example:
John exclaimed, “What a great home run!”

4. At this age, students have a difficult time understanding how to write a complex
sentence yet they are able to write a complex sentence if they are taught to begin a
sentence with different types of words, such as prepositions and participles.
Sentence #4 is designed to develop complex sentence structure and move students
away from using the word ‘I’ or repeating a single noun repeatedly at the beginning
of a sentence.

For example:
After | do my chores | can go outside.
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5. Sentence #5 allows practice in using more exact language throughout their writing.
Students should replace non-specific nouns and uninteresting verbs with specific
nouns and verbs.

For example:
The boy went down the street.
Michael raced down Main Street.

Daily practice in sentence development is crucial to raising student writing to a higher
level.

Always provide students with elaboration examples from pieces of literature:
For example:

Elaboration of: an old gas pump

He moved forward and peered closely at the gas pumps. The handle of
the nearest one was rusted, and draped with spider webs. He pulled the nozzle
up, and flicked the latch. Nothing happened. He squeezed the nozzle handle.
No liquid came out. He tapped the glass window on the pump that showed the
number of gallons, and the glass fell out in his hand. Inside, a spider scurried
across the metal numerals.

- The Lost World by Michael Crichton

Elaboration of: a good caring person

Aunt Caroline — with her soft, sweet, soothing voice, her graceful, caring
ways, and her bright blue eyes that seem to peer into your very soul — has been
a constant comfort to me these past three and a half months.

- When Will This Cruel War Be Over? by Barry Denenberg

After practicing teacher-directed sentences, students should be able to write sentences
without examples for sentences #2 — 4.

e Sentence #2: Write a sentence with two nouns and the word ‘raced’.
e Sentence #3: Write a sentence with the word ‘screamed’ and a quotation.
e Sentence #4: Begin a sentence with the word “after’.

Independent development of sentences promotes creativity and understanding on the

part of the student. It also prods students to use punctuation, grammar, and phonetic
rules appropriately.

© 1995 Kathryn Robinson All rights reserved. 3



Name:

Different ways to write “said”

Date:

“said” to show “said” to show
happiness: tiredness:
joked grumbled
laughed grunted
. giggled mumbled
" rejoiced sighed
‘said” to show ;g, “said” to show
Elg sadness: ‘ J anger:
wept screamed
cried %l? blared
sobbed fumed
Walled shouted
“said” to show
carlng ¢ fear:
comforted ~ quivered
suggested gasped
soothed trembled
encouraged stammered
OdIU U SITUVY SdlU U SITUWW
’ pain: wanting
) howled g pleaded
‘ﬁ yelped begged
g screamed implored
cried out requested
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HOMEWORK

Plot that Show!l!!

DIRECTIONS: Watch a narrative show or movie.
Plot the story on the Narrative Graphic Organizer.

* End

Solution

Narrative
Graphic Organizer
Name of Show:
Date viewed:
Problem:
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Homework Puzzle Sheet

Name:
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OX V)
pad

sighted
spied
spotted
surveyed
viewed
witnessed

kept my eyes peeled

noted
scrutinized

inspected
noticed

observed
perceived

beheld
examined
eyed
gaped at
gazed at
glanced at
glimpsed

DIRECTIONS: Circle the following words in the puzzle:

Words to replace “saw’:
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Vocabulary Words for the Week

beat 1t
bolt
canter
dash
depart
Tlee
gallop
hasten
309
race
retreat
rush
scamper
scoot
scramble
scurry
sprint
tear out
trot
zoom
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Homework
Directions: Write two-word descriptions of each scene using the specified sense.

L |9

g
/,\D A
LT
camping

© 1995 Kathryn Robinson All rights reserved. 15



Date:

Name:

NWemOXWL DOD>Z0MNMAOOOO=XX Y O=NNZ=Z2
SFF>>XxN==0 0OF0N00==MN==FL=Wwanm
ODOXMNXXZYAOADAFFIZAdZFO00O0>d0a0on>
ODONI JdAdO=C0CO=TFHFDCO=YX X LLEFWXZNX
L ZNZ=UuUAQOZFZIFFLOWIwWLooOow>a
NOOIXZLOITW=0nN>AOXAn

==X axODODDO>00 I WX

own T oOo=XH"TNO>dAakFODON

4 O0ODX>NEFEFdN=Z00<<k>0ON
O>FXXN<CH=>2>ILLuWdN
OOoOoZ0O0<CO=LA=X>NDONOX
NXNNOO<CKOONAN=S=m=CO=
NZWU>EFHFZ=00 NXEFEF=SFEFMO>
N><bFHFRWWLWkF-Fxoxoxwo>o=

A O0OUL=xr>0Wd—-OCd 100

T JWNOJOJdJoOoxomkE=N<<
OAOQO>=DOLZ0nO0OWW=0>XWm

DN JdzZI<oOoonox XnNn=
=O0OD<LCM=NFZN=0xXxEJ10m

PN OmTO=>T<{CD0OAOX =|
ODICMO=oao<oMNMOZII<NEFEWLWZ0>0n0O0OI>
A Z><<KN=ZUM=DLON0OOCH N XN>ID=
W>ULOXXFLOO==>>DLUOxrro xox=-Q>
OO ONE>S>>=0XXNDNaxrxmoOo<kEE>OoOnWwoel
LWNMPMOX>xooDDaxmmODmommO=WNOAL Z WX >

16

scramble
scurry
sprint
tear out

trot
Z00m

hasten
Jog

race
retreat
rush
scamper
scoot

beat it
canter
dash
depart
flee
gallop

DIRECTIONS: Circle the following words in the puzzle:
bolt
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September 20, 1998 was a morning like no other morning.

August 8, 1998 was a day that I’ll never forget.

9. I neverthoughtthatl ...

10. It was the end of January, when I...

11. When | walked into Room 482, | knew...

12. In the biggest, brownest, muddiest stream in Tampa, I...

13. No one in the old, run-down house on 6" street was expecting ...

14. One Friday afternoon in November,...

15. The greatest/worst .... in America began on...

16. Ilive a life.

17. Every...

18. Forget what you’ve seenon TV,...

19. Forget what you’ve heard before,...

20. Just how...

21. Running for...

22. (Topic) has always been...

23. has always , but...

24. ?

25. Fun. Exciting. That’s how most people describe...

26. If you think...

27. All ...

28. Unlike most...

29. A friendly , @ bunch of , a scary . These are just
A few of the amazing things that | encountered on my adventure

30. (Describe, describe, describe) began my adventure...

31. Since...

32. Didyou ever...

1.  Who would have thought...

2. (Topic) . No one ever had one like mine.
3. always .... except...

4. ... little did | know...

5. Have you ever ...

6. One...

7.

8.
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Vocabulary Words for the Week

IWIEIRY

accelerate
burn rubber
bustle
get a move on
get In gear
go all out
go like greased lightning
hotfoot 1t
hustle
lose no time
make haste
make 1t snappy
press on
push on
ride hard
run like mad
shake a leg
step on 1t
step on the gas
step tall

© 1995 Kathryn Robinson All rights reserved. 18



Date:

Name:

"3UId1PaW BWOS Jay aAeB 10100p AN

roljI0ads aiow g g

ybnoayL

YW S0USUSS e Ulibag 1

. » P3IMOY MBI

'pres ‘pres pres ‘g

"*J1 UBAS
oeod AN

“uolrelodeq 2

(*90uB)uas ,aW-MOUS, INOA U1 PIOM pauljIspun 8yl asn 1ou oQ)

‘APj21Inb 1ed ay) paddois sH

TAINOYS T

:a1eq

"19311S 8y} JO J3UI0J 8Y) UO SI 931 8y |

rolj0ads o g g

“*punoJ

\Y

YW SousUSs e ulbag 1

" ,» ‘PawnIb alqqoy

pres ‘pres ‘pes g

s 3y} uMop

palapueaw jueyds|s : ay

1

“uolrelodqeq g

(*a0uU81Uds ,BW-MOYS, JNOA Ul PJOM pauljJapun ayl asn 10U 0Q)
‘el ayy Buiuado 3jqnoJ1 pey WojN

TTSUUINOYS T

MJAO)| 92U33U3S

.OQWEN

19

'yn Robinson Al rights reserved.



Date:

Name:

‘]auURYD SIY) UO SI J3)98Ieyd UOOLRD 8y

olj10ads oo 9g G

)

"Y1 SouUBUSS e uibeg

,, ‘padseb yar

'pres ‘ples pes ‘g

g
aI| pa|aws swnpad Ayl

“uolfeJo0eH 2

(-90UB1UBS ,8WI-MOUYS, JNOA Ul PIOM paulllapun ayl asn Jou 0Q)
‘UMOD Jua] JNO M3|( PUIM ay |

TaAAINOYS T

-a1eq

‘A112 8y} UI SI JueIne)sal ay L

rooads oo ag G

"JoNQUBUYAN

"Y1 DoUBUSS e uibag

., ‘pate|q Aure

'pres ‘ples pes ‘€

“*ybnoy) usnd
SN PAAISS SSaJlIeM ayl

“uolTeJo0eH 2

(*90uBIUBS ,BW-MOYS, JNOA Ul PIOM pauljJapun ayl asn Jou 0Qq)

"9¥j1q Jay JO [[8f |16 sy L

TAAUINOYS T

.OWIeN

20

© 1995 Kathryn Robinson All rights reserved.



Name:

Date:

o _ Homework Descriptions N
Directions: Write two-word descriptions of each scene using the specified sense

L ' |9

m

o

il

s

I

park

city
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DIRECTIONS: Circle the following words in the puzzle:

Words to replace “hurry’:

ride hard

hotfoot it
hustle

accelerate

run like mad

burn rubber
shake a leg

bustle

lose no time
make haste

step on it

get a move on
get in gear
go all out

make it snappy step on the gas

step tall

Press on

go like greased lightning push on
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Date:

Attributes of Qur Teacher

Draw your teacher:

1. Height:

2. Hair:

3. Age:

4.Smile:

5. Intelligence:

6. Clothes:

7. Neatness:

8. Distinguishing Features:

9. Way he/she walks:

10. Things he/she says a lot :

11. Way that he/she moves:

12. Habits:

13. Personality:

© 1995 Kathryn Robinson All rights reserved.
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Name: Date:

g3 Attribytes

Age Habits
Personality Ways to Move
Neatness Teeth
Intelligence Clothes

© 1995 Kathryn Robinson All rights reserved. 24
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Vocabulary Words for the Week

sifilles

[ —_——— [ S —

as clear as a bell
as cold as 1ce
as cool as a cucumber
as cuddly as a baby
as cute as a button
as dark as night
as deep as the ocean
as fat as a pig
as flat as a pancake
as fresh as dew
as happy as a lark
as hard as a rock
as hard as nails
as hungry as a bear
as light as a feather
as loud as thunder
as quiet as a mouse
as strong as an ox
as stubborn as a mule
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Name: Date:
Directions: Write two-word descriptions of each scene using the specified sense.

b Xe )

amusement
park
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