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Grade One: Introduction

Introduction

Kindergarten is the initial grade level book in the K5 “Just Turn &
Share’e Mathematics Series. It is one of three books in the Kindergarten
series: Week 1-10, Weeks 11-20; and Weeks 21-30.“ This series gives
students daily practice in several math areas. After gradually workingdn a
center-based atmosphere, students can tackle all of the centers in less than
half an hour (this includes correcting). This, program can be" used in
conjunction with any regular math series. Some\students have difficulty
attaining proficiency in specific math<areas due to, the limited practice
provided by a textbook. ‘Just Turnd& Share’® math centers provide real-
world practice with mathematical coneepts.

The series is designed for center-based review of concepts or as whole-group
overhead instruction. These lessons are designed to provide practice for 30
weeks of the school year. The program contains one-week’s worth of
practice in each concept. “Each congept is covered for an entire week before
a new concept is introduced to the students. During each week only the
numbers change, - not the caneepts. The first day of each week should be set
aside as a mini-lesson.to preview the materials that the students will engage
In independently over thescourse of the week. Ideally the teacher will
conduct a SHORT mini-lesson on a daily basis before students begin work
ongthe materials. \ These mini-lessons should be based on areas of difficulty
that students.are experiencing in the centers. Each week has material to be
duplicated to create'hands-on materials for the students with which students
can practice the concepts. The hands-on aspect of the program is critical for
students to bed@ble to grasp abstract or difficult concepts.

During the first few weeks, | recommend working with the students as they
work through the centers. This will help them understand the concepts that
will be covered in the centers at a later time. Being free to rotate among the
students will help them quickly grasp the mathematical concepts

© 2004 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com 11l
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Centers

Just what role do centers play in an educational setting? Centers are an area of learning
in which students can work together cooperatively, utilize hands-on materials, and
practice educational concepts without fear of failure.

Behavior Management

Controlling behavior is the most important aspect of using cénters in the classroom.
There are a few simple rules in our centers:

e Respect others

e Help others learn

e Leave the center clean for others

My goal in a center-based classroom is to improve learning, maintain'a highly-focused
learning environment, and allow students 10 progress at their ownypace. | think that the
most important step to a well-structure ‘classroom environment for centers is to spend
the first two weeks spending time dearning, expéct students to behave appropriately,
allow them to have an opportunity to seek assistance, maintain a high-level of on-task
behavior, and assess their learning to determine ‘educational gains. Therefore, the first
two weeks are critical to the success of ‘@ eenter-based environment. The following
assistance-support ideas have,proved successful'to me over the last 17 years.

Arrangement

| place the centersistrategically “around the exterior of the classroom. Students need
enough room to'net be‘bumping inta one another and complete their work successfully.
Space is another priority in considering behavior management issues. When students are
crowded. together ‘and¢knocking one another, behavior becomes disruptive. | do not
want the rotation to be confusing and allow students to waste time between rotations.
Centers are arranged in'a clockwise rotation around the room.

Each center should have as much hands-on materials as possible that relate to the
information to promote understanding. Students need to manipulate materials with their
hands tengrasp many mathematical concepts. For example, a large clock should be at
the time center, a variety of shapes should be at the geometry center, counters should be
at any center that requires addition or subtraction, Unifix cubes should be at the algebra
or measurement centers, etc. Manipulation leads to understanding.
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Beginning Centers

A. Best Scenario:

1.

It is very important to discuss how ‘we help one another’. We talk about how it is
NOT really helping another student to “give” them the answer. A good friend
would ‘show them how to do the problem.” Center work is adgreat time for
student interaction in an on-task situation and for peer-demanstration, which
reinforces learning.

As they are working, | move around the classroom assisting students'as needed.
It is important not to be doing ‘other necessities’ like “checking their work,
catching up on paper work, etc during this time. This is a time'to provide support
and determine areas of difficulty. Once centers are up and running, (after a few
weeks), you may want to use this time to provide,short math mini-lessons, based
on the centers, with a couple of students at a time.

Setting Up

Always reserve Mondays to review the concepts coming up in the next week’s worth of
centers. This is the first week thatstudents willimove through centers rather than work
at their seats. To set the centers up with the least amount of effort, I recommend placing
a week’s worth of the work in each 'of eight sheet protectors. For example, place Day
#1 in a single sheet protector with Day 2 A"& B right behind with Day 3 and 4 directly
behind them in the samedheetprotector:

O
Day #4

o
@)
Day #3
O
Day #2
O

%
ol &
o “IN
v
’ ><sover Q Place In
© sheet protector.
o|
| //
|O
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Grade One: Introduction
The sheets are placed at each center area for the whole week.

Q O 6]

O] /ﬂ Day #1
AR
%ﬂ . " - @v I s :
one 2

- T | "I

Q
Day #1

At the end of the day, a student can pull out the front center (Day #1 ) and place
it at the back of the pages in the sheet protector

At the end
of theday;,

Day #1
goes to
theback

O
Day #1
|

If you have any ‘questions please feel free to e-mail us on our website:

www.writemath.com
I know thatayeu will have as much fun employing this program as | have had
designing 1t. Remember the program is as simple as turning each page and
sharing the activities with your class.

So go ahead... JUSt Tan & Shal' e

our math with your students.
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Centers in the ‘Just Turn & Share’ Math Center Series:

Kindergarten: Weeks 1-10
Kindergarten: Weeks 11-20
Kindergarten: Weeks 21-30

Grade One: Weeks 1-10
Grade One: Weeks 11-20
Grade One: Weeks 20-30

Grade Two: Weeks 1-10
Grade Two: Weeks 11-20
Grade Two: Weeks 20-30

Grades 3-5:
1. Algebra

2. Calendar

3.  Estimation

4. Fractions & Decimals

5. Geometry

6. Graph

4 mGrid

8. . Linear Measure

9. “Money

10. Number Sense

11. Place Value

12. “lemperature

13. Thinking: Range, Median, Mode, Mean
14. Time

15. Volume

16. Weight & Mass

For more information:

WriteMath Enterprises

2303 Marseille Ct. Suite 104
Valrico, FL. 33594

(813) 685 - 0392

website: www.writemath.com
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NWeek 1

Week 1

Days #1 - 4:

Synopsis: During this first week of centers, students will be working withsthe number
‘one’ in a variety of ways. They will:

Trace one object

Draw one step in a pattern

Write the numeral ‘1’

Draw, cut out, trace, and color one object

Supplies:

Answer Sheet (template after Answers for the Week) @rhalf-sheets of 8 12" x 11”
paper

Pencils, crayons, and glue

Copy of Directions Cards for all problems (template after Daily Activities)
Copy of Over & Under Informationfor ““A* (template after Daily Activities)

Patterns for pentagon/house, soccer ball, football, baseball for “A” (template
after Daily Activities)

Practice stencils for each studentfor,“A” (template after Daily Activities)
X’s & house shapesfor each studentfor,“A” (template after Daily Activities)
Patterns for rectangle & oval for “B” (template after Daily Activities)
Number tracing sheet'for “G” =optional (template after Daily Activities)
Stencil‘ef.‘Happy Face’ cut out for “D” (template after Daily Activities)

Day #1 will'need.a small'copy of the happy face cut out for each student.
(template after Datly Activities)

Copy of Numbers Information Sheets for “D” (template after Daily Activities)

Directions:

1. Use Answer. Sheet (template after Answers for the Week) or students fold 8 2" paper in
half.” On the front they write a small ‘A’ in the top half of the front side of the
paper, ‘B’/in the bottom half of the front side of the paper, ‘G’ in the top half of
baek side of the paper, and ‘D’ in the bottom half of back side of the paper.

] e Fold paper. 20 Open paper. 30 Write A& B 40 Write C & D
on the front. On the back.

D | i
---------------------------------

B b
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“Week 1 2
2. Before beginning Week 1’s work, discuss the following symbols with student:

) f means “Draw”.

) means “Outline”.

Qu

3 m means “Glue”.
g

~———

(R (>
. one Mmeans “Colo

color word is

object ated” (A specific
ated on the crayon.)

e A eans “Do t sk first”.

nveek or two, you may want to do the tasks with the students.
Activity ‘A’ with students, outline the top box of problem “A”

© 2004 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com




NWeek 1 3

5.

6.

Next, outline the bottom box of problem “A” on Days #1 — 4 with a red marker or
crayon.

‘over and under’.

Using the picture of the bird and the box, students practice placing the bird over

e box.

under

© 2004 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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4

Copy, laminate, and cut out enough X’s and house-like shapes for each student to
have a set of one X and one house-like shape.

A

X

Using the X and the house-shaped box, students practice placing the Xsover and
under the house-shaped box.

X o)

2

under

7. Before beginning Activity ‘B’, copy, cut outyand laminate 8 rectangles and 8
ovals for each pair of students. Discuss the concept of patterning. Patterning is
the repetition of a set of objects or shapes‘in a repeated order.

§6000000

Students practice duplicating the patterns in ‘B’ that will appear during Week 1.

0102 ||500002
000002 || coonoon2

© 2004 Kathryn Robinson
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NWeek 1 5

8.

In Activity ‘C’, students count the dog(s), look at the numeral “1°, and the word

w

=~ one

one".

Students will write the number “1” in the G-section of their paper at leastfive
times or on all of the dotted figures on the answer sheet.

Duplicate the number-writing page for each student.. Students_ then use them to
trace the number ‘1’ for the CG-section of their paper. »Tell them to start the
number at the dot indicated by thegencil and stop their writing at the Stop sign.

........................................................

Discuss Activity D’s directions cards for Week 1

W\ means_draw one of the pictured objects
one

@ means glue one of the pictured objects
one

/’G means outline one of the pictured objects.

one
. means color one of the pictured objects (e.g. happy face) the
e color written on the crayon (e.g. red). If this is too difficult,
one students can just color the pictured object any color.

© 2004 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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Day #1

Sy sover
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OR)2
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Day #1

4
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-
O
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Day #2

">/ Overl
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Day #2

OO |2
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NWeek 1

oUO
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Day #2

one
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Day #3
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Day #3

OOAO?
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Day #3
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Day #3
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Day #4

OO
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NWeek 1
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Day #4
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Direction Cards
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stencil*for practice with

stencil for practice with
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stencil for
C

stencils for
B
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Happy Faces for Gluing to Activity ‘0¥ on Day #1
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Numbers
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NWeek 1

Answers for the week

Day 1:

A. outline rectangle & draw X over box
B. draw rectangle

C. write number one several times

D. draw one happy face

Day 2:
A. outline soccer ball & draw X over ball
B. draw oval

C. write number one several tim
D. draw one sad face

Day 3:
A. outline football &
B. draw rectang

© 2004 Kathryn Robinson
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(Front of Answer Sheet for Week 1)

Name: @
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(Back of Answer Sheet for Week 1)
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