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Welcome to
Just Write: All Year Long

Grade 3

(Part Two: Narrative & PO@Lr

--]-Soptomber) or..
4
" e
3 = s
S

rite: All Ye@\Long Grade Three was designed to not only teach writing to
in§@lll a high level of interest in the subject to last a lifetime. The
t you find in this book are that: suggestions. They are set up as a
bjective behind each skill. The writing lesson is not dependent
r social studies topic. The lessons were designed to fit any
curriculum area desired.

The overall curriculum plan covers 33 weeks of lessons (Part One and Part Two) that
include expository writing, narrative writing, friendly letters, descriptive writing, report
writing, as well as phonemic awareness activities that tie in spelling, and grammar
lessons supported by daily follow up practice. Hands-on brain-based activities are tied
to every lesson to totally involve students of all intelligences, levels, English-speaking
ability, and writing abilities.
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Writing Workshop should last from 45-60 minutes depending on the length of the
integrated activity from another curriculum area (e.g. a science experiment, book being
read, math lesson held in conjunction with the lesson, etc.) Each lesson should begin
with a five-minute Quickwrite™ (See Introduction) followed by a step-by-step writing
lesson provided in the week’s plan.

The lessons are divided in suggested time frames — one week, two weeks, or three
weeks. Each week is formatted the same with daily lessons/activities with supplies
needed, spelling and grammar activities, and then activity sheets/te tes to use during
the week’s lessons. Bibliographies are provided after some S for your use as
required. Writing is a difficult activity to master for young w
should write short periods of time - about 20 minutes and co
time. Well-elaborated paragraphs are stretched out over time in
skills. If children are handed a full paragraph, essay, or story to
sittings, all they can think about is getting finished particular

third graders. If more time is nee
make it enjoyable and meaningful.
All in all the Just Write All Year
program designed to creat
So enjoy your students and..$

W integrated, well-rounded writing
enjoy writing for the sake of writing.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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tory. These weeks’ lessons are designed to help
and rewrite stories based on an author’s details. Many
that as few as one or two sentences are enough elaboration
tures in their minds. Young writers frame the story in their

elaborate and illustrate their writing.

Narrative detail involves expressions and beautiful precise language. Through
this week’s note taking activities your writers will explore the types of adjectives,
adverbs, and vocabulary that are part of great imaginative narrative expressions. So
let us examine a few great works of art as exploratory lessons into the essence of
specific language.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com



Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 5

Weeks 5 & 6

Objective: To learn how to use the narrative graphic organizer.
Supplies:

Days #1 - 2:
1. Distribute 11” x 177 white paper and
student.

2.
3.

Bad Boys by Margie Palatini (2003. NY: HarperCollins)
My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother by Patricia Polacco (1994. NY: Aladdin
Books)

Story Reading Narrative Graphic Organizer 1 (template in
Week in Week 4)

11”7 x 17 white paper
Yellow 3” x 5 Post-It notes (or 3”” x 5 paper and stic
Overhead copies of Student Sample Introductions and E
Activity Sheets for the Week)

vity Sheets for the

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com



Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 6

4. Model labeling the parts of the graphic organizer. During this first attempt, you
may want the students to use complete words and abbreviations on the next
planner. In the left lower corner, students can write /nfro for Introduction, Who
for the characters, When for the time frame, Where for the setting. The
Problem/Plot line should be written abutting the line and extending enough to fit a
sentence. The most exciting part is the Climax and the word (or abbreviation) is
written at the peak of the mountain. The excitement then begins to decline as the

(with abbreviations)

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com



Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 7
5. Read Bad Boys by Margie Palatini. It is much easier to conduct this activity if

the students have previously heard the story. Stop reading after the introduction
ending with: “Oh yeah, we're bad. We're bad. We're really, really bad.”
e Teacher assists students in completing the Beginning Portion of the graphic
organizer.
+¢ Fill in Who, When, and Where.

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

Problem:
Intro: 2 wolve @&
Who: willy and W
When:daytime

WeFK: fid\d

ent folbwing the introduction becomes more and more exciting as the

main charact@lattempts to resolve the problem. Many Fairy Tale plots follow
what{iak nolds Gardner states as the classic narrative i.e.: Three attempts to
solve a problem, then a climax and problem resolution. Some Fairy Tales have
three attempts (or mini-climaxes) after which the reader experiences
disappointment in which a resolution to the problem has been attempted by the
main character. Each attempt builds the reader’s anxiety level until the final
attempt (or climax) occurs and the problem is resolved. After the climax has
occurred the reader realizes that the main character has resolved his problem in a
positive manner or has resolved to accept his/her situation. The story will then
conclude.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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6. Students place a post-it on the first event-level of the graphic organizer. I tell
students that they are movie producers and the post-its are for the details that we
have to make sure are ‘on stage’. For example, the producer would want a ‘tree
in the corner’, ‘witch by the candy house’, etc. 1 stop after each sentence and ask
students what details they heard or key words, such as “...hadn’t gone far”,
“...just the person he was looking for.” Students list details on the post-it from
this event ending with “He ran deeper into the forest until”. In this story, the
students are to look for great details (words or expressions) thé third graders do
not usually have in their writing. These are the types of s that they need to
use to become great writers.

7. Read the story and stop every sentence or two to add
For example, after reading, “Ah, yes!

post-it notes.

students to recall the words that were important to rememb of the
story. Guide them towards the words “out of help in the
retelling of the story. As the story is read, st ore adept at
pointing out the author’s details. Whep icular detail, the
teacher should write it on the board ortant that they not
become concerned with the spellid@k et the details that they

wanted to add to the story.

Solution

* End

JaWlow from law
.................. dilemma

................. slurped
................. brain ditto

Problem: Wolve5/(c\m‘ to trick and eat the sheep.

Intro: 2 wolves are running away from pigs
Who: willy and Wally Wolf

When: daytime

Where: field

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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8. After filling in the post-it with details, ask the students how the main character
felt at this point of the story. The response might be “hungry”, “excited”,
“mischievous”. They write the word that suits the main character’s feeling in the
event, as they see it. Showing students how authors infer ideas is an important
part of the writing process. Ask students, “Which words from the text let you
know that he was scared?” Responses may vary from “Are you thinking what I'm
thinking?” to “licked their lips”.

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

out of breath......\ay low from law
“wanted” wolves.......dilemma
affirmative....mSlurped

licked their lips.......oran ditto

an inkling of what the main problem in the story might be.

k themselves: What does the main character(s) want to
he” story? (What is the story about?) In this case, the main
to trick some sheep and eat them. Direct students to write the
¢ line that accommodates this response.

Problem: wolvesfvant to trick and eat the sheep.

Intro: 2 wolves are running away from pigs
Who: willy and Wally Wolf

When: daytime

Where: field

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson ritemath.com
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10. Students place a post-it on the second event-level of the graphic organizer. As the
teacher reads each sentence slowly, students list details on the post-it from the
next event ending with the words “But-sort of adorable.” 1t’s important to stop
after each sentence and elicit key words or details from the students until they get
the idea. Details are specific words that the author uses to create a picture in the
reader’s mind. Ask the students to write the complete expression that the author
used. Keying in on phrases and clauses helps students raise the level of their own
writing rather than just adding good adjectives and adverb e.g.: “...perfect
hide-out” or “Fleece the flock...”)

eafs were included......on the lam
ull wool over eyes
fleece the flocK....bag of trigks
long-john woolies......... ma
twittered.....dainty prance..@ \

Solution

Fedigiy, proud

* En
out of breath....... d

“wanted” wolves........
Affirmative .

licked their lips..... eelin S8 chievous

~,
Problem: %,, o 11’ and eat the sheep.

e running away from pigs

Story Reading Narrative

W Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

After eliciting the feeling for this event, students share the details that they heard
in the passage. As students read their details, other writers add new details to
their post-it. Students might even count and compare the number of details in
each event. They are very proud of the number of details that they recognize in
each event. Discuss the repetition of dialogue and characters throughout the
story. Focus on the wolves character traits.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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11. Students place a post-it on the third event level of the graphic organizer. Students
list details independently on the post-it as the teacher reads the next event ending
with the words, “...There’s something very peculiar about you two ewes.” If the
students need more assistance, feel free to model writing the details on the
overhead or board after each sentence.

12. Discuss and label the feeling for this event.

Feeling:excited

in clover .. Jjoining the flock
Not to mention

unsuspecting tasty tidbit..morsel
one lick of 1amb . resist
brunch of lawn....blade.....

eafs were included.....on the lam
pull wool over eyes

fleece the flock.....bag of tricks
long-john woolies....... mascara
twittered.....dainty prance.efc.

* End

out of breath......\ay low from law
“wanted” wolves........ dilemma

AffirMAtiVe s
licked their lips ...

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

Ctails on the post-it. Students turn and share with a partner. Writers

details as other students are sharing. Discuss the hidden meaning behind
the author’s word choice like...”unsuspecting tasty tidbits,” “hoofing up the hill,”
and “sink his teeth into.”

14. Teacher calls on students to share their details. Remind students that great writers
listen and learn from each other. After listening to one or two students share their
details, ask if anyone else has a detail that has not been previously stated. As the
students share their ideas, the teacher adds the details to the overhead or board.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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15. Students place a post-it over the climax and solution because the two are so
closely related that it’s difficult to know where one begins and the other ends.

S W E m E mE E E B S S ®E = &EE @ g

in clover..
Not to mention

unsuspecting tasty tidbit...
one lick of 1amb .
brunch of lawn.....

eafs were included.....on the lam
pull wool over eyes
fleece the flock....bagoftricks | /@ Y- e = @ = =

long-john Woolies .. mascara [f..pine oroud
twittered.....dainty prance.efc. eeling:prouc

out of breath......\ay low from law
“wanted” wolves.. dilemma

affirmative
licked their lips... Feeling: mischievous

Problem: Wolvesﬁon‘r o trick andeat 14

Intro: 2 wolves are running away fy
Who: willy and Wally Wolf
When: daytime

Where: field

bry Rea Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

staring
----- big ears...gulped..lousy-looking coats
too cheep for Peep Sheep..3 bags full
J ‘ shrugged...humidity ....damp weather
------------------------------ can’t do a thing with it........grinned
................. etc

naughty naked bid baa-aad wolves

Feeling: proud

* End

Feeling: mischievous

Problem: Wo\vey(om‘ to trick and eat the sheep.

Intro: 2 wolves are running away from pigs
Who: willy and Wally Wolf
When: daytime

Where: field Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson www.writemath.com
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17. After discussing and sharing details, the teacher guides students through sharing
the solution. The key that the solution has been reached (a negative one in this
case) 1s that the reader no longer feels that the two wolves are going to attempt to
catch the sheep again. They are resigned to their situation and the story is over.
I have the students circle the solution (the words: naughty-naked big baa-aad
wolves - since that is what happened to them) and star the key words that the

climax revolves around: lousy-looking coats.
these are the types of words that they’ll place on their owz
organizers when they plan their own stories.

blinked....suddenly gaspe
beﬁerTo see ewes with......s

................... Joining the flock
Not to mention
unsuspecting tasty fidbit..morsel
one lick of lamb ... resist
brunch of lawn....blade.....etc.

/

big ears...gulped..Jousy-looking coats
too cheep for Peep Sheep.3 bags full

can’t do athing with it ... grinned
etc

wePe included.....on the lam
wool over eyes

“wanted” wolves..
affirmative
licked their lips

Intro: 2 wolves are running away from pigs
Who: willy and Wally Wolf

When: daytime

Where: field

naughty naked bid baa-aad wolve:

Feeling: mischievous

Problem: Wolvesﬁan‘r o trick and eat the sheep.

Feeling: mbdrrassed

Feeling: proud

* End

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson
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19. Students place a post-it over the End portion of the graphic organizer. Teacher
guides the students through listing details on the post-it as the story is read to the

end of the book.

Feeling:excited

in Clover .. 0ining the flock
Not to mention

unsuspecting tasty tidbit..morsel
one lick of [amb ... resist /
brunch of lawn....blade.....efc.

blinked...suddenly gasped

better to see ewes with.,.......
big ears...gulped..lousy-looking coats
too cheep for Peep Sheep..3 bags full

eats were included....on the lam

pull wool over eyes
fleece the flock....bag of tricks

out of breath.....lay low from law
“wanted” wolves.........dilemma
affirmative

Intro: 2 wolves are running o d@liRErom pigs
Who: willy and Wally Wol
When: daytime

Where: field

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

N Em EmEm Em =

better to see ewes with....u. staring

big ears...gulped..lousy-looking coats

too cheep for peep sheep.3 bags full

shrugged...humidity.....damp weather

can’t do athing with it ... grinned
etc

naughty naked bid baa-aad wolves

Feeling: proud

Feeling: grnbirrossg d

thought they had trouble with pigs
headed for the hills...close shave
wait for hair to grow.......long time
very bad haircuts

Feeling:mischievous

Problem: Wo\vey(om‘ to trick and eat the sheep.

Intro: 2 wolves are running away from pigs
Who: willy and Wally Wolf

When: daytime

Where: field

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 15

20. Students enjoy counting up the number of details on all of their post-its. I tell
them that as a reader I would be so excited about a story that had 10 or 20 details.
They are accomplished writers when they can identify the types of details that
enliven a piece of writing. They are very proud at the end of this activity.

Ask the students to notice setting at the beginning of the book and again at the
end. Point out that this is similar to a prompt: the reader ends up back where he
started - in this case, referring to the pigs.

Day #3:
1. Students circle the information on the graphic orga clongs in the

Feeling:excited ' d...big eyes

................. staring

in ClOVeT e Jjoining the flock iq Jousy-looking coats

Not to mention ep sheep.3bags full
unsuspecting fasty tigdee W / shN@Ric J MW idity ... damp weather
one lick of lamb.....48.... ' ‘ mg WHH T grinned

brunch of lawn...$ etc
naughty naked bid baa-aad wolves
fleece the flock

Feeling: ernbirrass ed
long-john woohes ................

edts were included......
pull wool over eyes

twittered......, ) thought they had trouble with pigs
headed for the hills...close shave

wait for hair fo grow.......long time

very bad haircuts

oul of breath......
“wanted” wo\ves .......

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

2. Using this information, students will write a short introductory paragraph. If
students have difficulty beginning their stories, suggest that they start out with the
time frame: daytime. For example, “It was a sunny, breezy afternoon.” If a
writer addresses at least two of the elements, the third one could be inferred in the

story.
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3. Focusing on the characters, time frame, and setting, students work with a partner
to develop the introduction to their retelling of the Bad Boys. Share several
introductions verbally before students begin to write it on paper.

Sample Introductions: (template in Activity Sheets for the Week)
The day was hot but the pigs were hotter! Hopping hot and mad at the
two big bad boys Willy and Wally Wolf escaping across the field.

ents take the post-it off and place it below their
sir writing paper. Using the details on the post-it,

Feeling:excited blinked...suddenly gosped....big eyes
better tosee ewes with...staring
in Clover ... oining the flock bigears..g u\ped....\ousy—\ooking coats
Not to mention too cheep for peep sheep..3 bags full
unsuspecting tasty tidbit..morsel | 4 shrugged...humidity....damp weather
one lick of 1amb .. @55F / can’ do a thing with ir............grinned
brunch of lawn....blade.....etc. etc
eats were included...on the lam naughty naked bid baa-aad wolves

pull wool over eyes

fleece the flock......bag of tricks
long-john woolies...... mascara
twittered.....dainty prance.etc. /

Fccling:gmb rrassed

Fecling:proud 4, oht they had trouble with pigs
headed for the hills...close shave

out of breath wait for hair fo grow......long time
“wanted” wolv dilemma very bad hairc uts

affirmative.. slurped
licked their oS ... brain difto  |Feeling: mischievous

Problem: WolveS/(dn’r to trick and eat the sheep,
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3. Students rewrite this paragraph in their own words. I ask the students to include

D.A.D. in each body part: Description, Action, and Dialogue. Describe
something, or someone in the area, using an assortment of attributes. Writers
specify actions occurring. I don’t want them to just say, “The wolves relaxed.”
They should build the story with, “Sucking on a straw filled with Sprite, Wally
Wolf relaxed lazily against the fence post.” Remind students to infer how the

characters are feeling in their writing.
4. When students are rewriting their stories, remind them that ay
Paola and others have become famous by rewriting storj
Remind students that as a writer their creativity,

rs like Tomie de

backgrounds could add interesting aspects to the story. "W T have to be
an EXACT retelling. This retelling was designed to h ' ain a

sense of story and act a guide for their own creations.
5. Students share their paragraphs.

Student Example
(template after

= relaxing against the fence post
ly s10PIing on A5 drink,
Suddenly, Wally and Willy both jumped o
elicious soundin the distance, “Baa.”
oy hear that?” whispered Wally as Willy
hed aside the cornstalks to a herd of sheep
ading towards them.,
“Are you thinking what I'm thinking?” said
Wally as he licked At ljps.
“T sure am!”said Willy.

6. Teacher marks cut and paste areas for students to cut apart and elaborate during
the following lesson (explained in detail in Day #5’s lesson).
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Days #5:

l.

2.

Students reread the first event they wrote the previous day. Revise and edit their
work before continuing.
Model cutting and pasting. Remind students that this activity replaces rewriting
the whole event.
a. When I read their work, I often find an area that should have been
developed more fully. 1 employ a technique that I call ‘cut & paste’.

This writer must

explain in more I Wally sat whn

| d relaxed
detail about there. Willy sa ' '

besid® him..

the wolf relaxing:

e Where was he relaxing?
e Show me what you

mean by relaxing.

b. After identifying the defie a line w the underdeveloped

sentence with a highli

(after I modeled ‘how to cut it correctly’) cuts the paper
the highlighted line..

.Wally_sat_down and_relaxed
there s Willy saf down besi
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d. Then he/she glues it to a new piece of writing paper with stick glue.
(Bottle glue makes the paper too wet.)

O Wally sat down andrelaxed

there. *

sentences about their problé
f. After they have devt
their writing back on t

O, SN wnandrelaxed
"@»- ith*his feet stretched up
on @ffock, looking up at the sky,

3
a1\ olol'd® L\ QN _d G

‘m d to decide what to do.

__= Willy sat down beside him,

)

\szo
)

..—4(

Students do not mind adding information but they hate rewriting the
whole paper. This is an easy way to ‘fix’ their deficit areas. They also
learn where to add information. It is not that they do not want to add
more details; they just do not know ‘where’ they have left gaps in their
writing.
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3. Students circle the information that will be in the second event/scene: the second
post-it’s information and feeling. Students take the post-it off and place it below
their Introductory Paragraph on their writing paper. Using the details on the post-
it, they rewrite the second event.

Feeling: excited

in ClOVer . Jjoining the flock
Not to mention

unsuspecting tasty tidbit..morsel
one lick of 1amb s resist
brunch of lawn .. blade . etc

eafs were included......on the lam

pull wool over eyes

fleece the flocK.....bag of tricks

long-john woolies.......mnascara

twittered....dainty prance.etc.
V4

)

out of breath.....\ay low from law /
“wanted” wolves....um. dilemma

AffirmMAtive s slurped
licked their lioS ... brain ditto

Intro: 2 wolves a
Who: willy and wally
When: dgagime

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

1s paragraph in their own words. Students need to include

dy part: Description, Action, and Dialogue. Describe

one in the area, using an assortment of attributes. Writers
ccurring. Remind them to include some dialogue in their writing.

s to infer how the main characters feel in their writing.

dents that as a writer their creativity, imagination, and own
backgrounds, could add interesting aspects to the story. This does NOT have to
be an EXACT retelling. This retelling was designed to help your writers gain a
sense of story and act as a guide for their own creations.

6. As students complete their work, move around the room marking at least one area
per student for cutting and pasting. I do not highlight more than one area per day
to keep writers from getting disappointed with too many corrections.

7. Students share their paragraphs.
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Student Example #3
(template in Activity Sheets for the Week)

“No one will recognize us if we dress uyp as
sheep and mix with the flock” chortled Willy
pulling on his woolsuft,

““We might even get a delicious meal out of
this adventure,”snic kered Wally.

The two villains put on make-yp, dres,
Aigh-heeled shoes and danced daintily o
the group of fermale sheep like two
sheep’s clothing.
“Mow don’t do anything unti I give th
whispered Wally wiggling bac k and forth to
Ais dinner.

Yes, they were bad, Bad. re
sortofcute, too.

Days #6:
1. Students reread the second evgnt t
their work before continuing

2. Model cutting and pasting. R
the whole event.

3. Students circle the 1
it’s information and
paragraph on their writin
third event.

the ‘Cut & Paste” area.

eeling:excited blinked...suddenly gasped....big eyes
better fo see ewes with..... staring

in clover . Joining the flock big ears..gulped..lousy-looking coats
Not to mention too cheep for peep sheep..3 bags full
unsuspecting tasty tidbit..morsel shrugged...humidity....damp weather

one lick of 1amb ... resist can’t do athing withir........... grinned

brunch of lawn etc

eals were inclyded.....on the lam naughty nakedbid baa-aad wolves

pull wool over eyes Feeling:embdrrassed
fleece the flock.....bag of tricks

}r(\j\:géf:gwsz‘:::ypran@f;?éd/ Fecling: proud thought they had trouble with pigs
headed for the hills...close shave
wait for hair to grow......\long time

out of breath.....\ay low from law

“wanted” wolves........dlemma very bad haircuts

affirmative

licked their lips... in di Feeling: mischievous
Problem: Wolvesﬁon‘r to trick and eat the sheep.
Intro: 2 wolves are running away from pigs Story Reading Narrative
Who: willy and Wally Wolf Graphic Organizer
When: daytime Bad Boys
Where: field by Margie Palatini

21

he previous day. Revise and edit
that this activity replaces rewriting
in the third event/scene: the third post-

take the post-it off and place it below their
g the details on the post-it, they rewrite the
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4. Students rewrite this paragraph in their own words. Students need to include
D.A.D. in each body part: Description, Action, and Dialogue. Describe
something, or someone in the area, using an assortment of attributes. Writers
specify actions that are occurring. Remind them to limit their writing to some
exchanges of dialogue. Remind students to infer how the main characters feel in
their writing.

5. Remind students that as a writer their creativity, imagination, and own
backgrounds, could add interesting aspects to the story. This
be an EXACT retelling. This retelling was designed to h our writers gain a
sense of story and act as a guide for their own creations.

6. As students complete their work, move around the roo I east one area
per student for cutting and pasting. I do not highlight mor
to keep writers from getting disappointed with too many corr

7. Students share their paragraphs.

Studen
(template after

Decided to hide out
e thought of mutton
stew made the

Widly and 2d fo be enjoying

sheep into coming

new around here?”
Willy answered sweetly, “I'm

be careful because there are two big bad
olves out there, my dears.”

Beginning to getl hungry thinking of mutton
stew, Wally hurried the sheep fo jumnp over the
fence andheadon.

Betty didn’t want to juwnp. “You don’t look
like Bo’s sheep. There’s something weird about
you, "she said bac king away from the fence.
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Days #7:

1. Students reread the third event they wrote the previous day. Revise and edit their
work before continuing and correcting the ‘Cut & Paste” area.

2. Model cutting and pasting. Remind students that this activity replaces rewriting
the whole event.

3. Students circle the information that will be in the fourth event/climax: the fourth
post-it’s information and feeling. Students take the post-it off and place it below
their paragraph on their writing paper. Using the details
rewrite the climax.

Feeling:excited ’ inked...s iQ@&n |y 4a@SPed..... [

in CloVer .. Joining the flock
Not to mention

unsuspecting tasty tidbit..morsel
one lick of 1amb . resist
brunch of lawn....blade......

eats were inclyded.....on the lam
pull wool over eyes
fleece the flocKk.....bag of tric
long-john woolies ... ¢
twittered.....dainty pranc

thought they had trouble with pigs
headed for the hills...close shave
wait for hair to grow.......\long fime
very bad haircuts

out of breath......\ay low from law
“wanted” wolves.....! dilemma

affirmative .
licked their lips ...

bat the sheep.

ay from pigs Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

Bad Boys
by Margie Palatini

this paragraph in their own words. Students need to include

ch body part: Description, Action, and Dialogue. Describe

or someone in the area, using an assortment of attributes. Writers
specify actions occurring. Remind them to include dialogue and infer how the
main characters feel in their writing.

5. Remind students that as a writer their creativity, imagination, and own
backgrounds, could add interesting aspects to the story. This does NOT have to
be an EXACT retelling. This retelling was designed to help your writers gain a
sense of story and act as a guide for their own creations.
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6. As students complete their work, move around the room marking at least one area
per student for cutting and pasting. I do not highlight more than one area per day
to keep writers from getting disappointed with too many corrections.

7. Students share their paragraphs.

Student Example #5
(template after Activity Sheets for the Week)

Suddenly Trudie cried, “Why W,
what big eyes you have!”

“All the beltter to see you with,” r
wally.

“Why Willimina, what big ears you A
bleated Merylstepping close

“All the better to hear yo
willy.

“Wow! What c
Betlty.

“Oh, its the
messes up our

“Come
gestured Wally

e damp weather
help you,” Betly
n line.

......... BzZz2z22222
e, bees?” Wally and Willy

shéep grabbed the two bad
hem on the ground, and shaved

Fmbarrassed, naked, and hungry, the two
Ives raced off into cornfields.,

Students reread the climax they wrote the previous day.

2. Allow students to partner up and share their writing. This process helps students
learn to revise their work and their ‘Cut & Paste” areas.

3. Students might even change partners to help them with the editing phase of the
writing. Writers often miss their punctuation and spelling mistakes because they
see the words that they intended to write and miss the errors. Partner assistance
improves the writing. All great authors have editors who correct and guide their
corrections.
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4. Students circle the information that will be in the conclusion: the fifth post-it’s
information. Students take the post-it off and place it below their paragraph on
their writing paper. Using the details on the post-it, they rewrite the conclusion.
Remind writers that the conclusion often returns to some information in the
introduction. The conclusion is short does not include any new information that
must be elaborated. Authors like Robert Munsch often use the conclusion to
create the beginning of a sequel to the story. I do not recommend getting into
these types of stories at this point of instruction. Inexperie writers tend to
latch on to that type of conclusion when they do not k ow they want to
conclude their story. Once they have used this type of ¢ ion, 4
motivate them into trying other types of conclusions as
is easy.

Feeling: ¢

4| b3 @uto see ewe

L[ V7 gR— joining the f big co@EJuIped y-looking coats
Not to mention bo ChIeEoHIPTp sheep..3 bags full
unsuspecting tasty tidge rugged. S@Phidity....damp weather
one lick of lamb ... ' can’t do a thng with it ......Jrinned

brunch of lawn., k:de ' etc
naughty naked bid baa-aad wolves

Feeling:embdrrassed )

eafs were included....on th{g
pull wool over eyes

fleece the flock....oag of tric
long-john woolicg . mascard
twittered......doNEERGERR.©C . X

Fee proud

thought they had trouble with pigs
headed for the hills...close shave

ouit of breath....__lay low fro " wait for hair to grow.......\ong time
“wanted” wode ... dilemmd very bad haircuts

offirmative...\ ped

licked their lip: - . |Fc®ng:mischievous

Droblem: fiant to trick and eat the sheep.

Intrges wo Wil are running away from pigs Story Reading Narrative
anfgWVally Wolf Graphic Organizer
time Bad Boys

Fid by Margie Palatini

5. Students rewrite this paragraph in their own words. Remind students that as a
writer their creativity, imagination, and own backgrounds, could add interesting
information to the story.

6. As students complete their work, move around the room marking at least one area
per student for cutting and pasting. I do not highlight more than one area per day
to keep writers from getting disappointed with too many corrections.
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7. Students share their writing.

Student Example #6
(template after Activity Sheets for the Week)

The two bad wolves thought that the pigs
were bad news? This shave was a bit too close
for them,

The Big Bad Wolves raced off to waj
their hair to grow back - which took a VIFR,
TIMF/

Days #9 - 10:

1. Distribute piece of 11 x 17” white paper an
each student.

2. Students place their paper horizontally g

3. Demonstrate drawing the narrative gg
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4. Model labeling the parts of the graphic organizer. The writers may want to use the
complete words or the abbreviations on their planner. Below the line, students
can write Intro for Introduction, Who for the characters, When for the time frame,
Where for the setting. The Problem/Plot line should be written above the line and
this line should extend enough to fit a sentence. The most exciting part is the
Climax and this word (or abbreviation) is written at the peak of the mountain.
The excitement then begins to decline as the solution to the problem occurs. The
word or abbreviation for Solution should be written below first step down.

The story tapers to a close at the ending. The word or abb

written on the second step down on the graphic organiz ' ents to add

a star or asterisk in front of the word ‘end’. In many s 1ter returns to

the characters or setting that were together in the begin

type of ending draws the reader to a sense of completion. ' are now
ready to begin listening to the story.

(with words)

(with abbreviations)
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5. After drawing the Story Reading Narrative Graphic Organizer I, read the
introduction of the story My Rotten Redheaded Brother by Patricia Polacco which
ends with: “The worst was that he was always telling me he could do just about
everything better than I”

6. Teacher assists students in completing the Beginning Portion of the graphic
organizer.

a. Fill in Who, When (if evident), and Where.

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
by Patricia Polacco

* End

Problem:

Intro: living w ants

: m@haPOrothe? Richard, me
S youngd
ic higan

7. Stud ¢ a post-it on the first event-level of the graphic organizer. It

belongs over or above and parallel to the problem line. If students write large or

list so many ideas that they will not fit on this Post-It, suggest that another Post-It
be situated right on top the first Post -It.

8. Read the story and stop every sentence or two to add details to the post-it notes.
As the teacher reads each sentence slowly, students list details on the post-it from
the next event ending with the words “... ‘Always have been and always will be’
he sneered.” For example, after reading, stop and ask students to recall the words
that were important to remember in this part of the story. Guide them towards the
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words “The worst was that he was always telling me he could do just about
everything better than I to assist students in the retelling of the story. As the
story is read, students will become more adept at pointing out the author’s details.
When students point out a particular detail, the teacher should write it on the
board for students to copy. It is important that they not become concerned with
the spelling of the words and forget the details that they wanted to add to the

story.

Story Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
by Patricia Polacco

couldn’t stand......everything better *End

pick blueberries..........set arecord
wasn’t even challenged...... 10y,

9. After filling 1 ? details, ask the students how the main character
i 1 e story. The response might be “angry”, “annoyed”, “mad”.
prd that suits the main character, as they see it. Showing

infer ideas is an important part of the writing process. Ask

couldn’t stand..... everything better
pick blueberries.... set arecord
wasn’t even challenged...... 10 years
run faster..climb higher..throw farther
sit longer.....get dirtiest....burp loudest

Feeling: annoyed
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10. Students place a post-it on the second event-level of the graphic organizer. As the
teacher reads each sentence slowly, students list details on the post-it from the
next event (one page about looking at the night sky with Bubbie) ending with the
words “Richard gave me one of his extra-rotten, weasel-eyed, greeny-toothed
grins.” It’s important to stop after each sentence and elicit key words or details
from the students until they get the idea. Details are specific words that the
author uses to create a picture in the reader’s mind. Ask the students to write the
complete expression that the author used. Keying in on phrasggand clauses helps
students raise the level of their own writing rather t Just adding good
adjectives and adverbs. (e.g.: “...had to be something”

Story Reading Narrative

Graphic Organizer

My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
by Patricia Polacco

had to be something..he ¢ 3
inspired thought...co
like a freshbreeze...
rhubarb bush..sourest
puckers.hissed looking

Solution

* End

fter eliciting the feeling for this event, students share the details that
they heard in the passage. As students read their details, other writers
add new details to their post-its. Students might even count and compare
the number of details in each event. They are very proud of the number
of details that they recognize in each event. Discuss the repetition of
dialogue and characters throughout the story. Focus on the interaction
between Bubbie and her granddaughter.
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had to be something..he couldn’

inspired thought...comforted me
like a fresh breeze....summer day :
Feeling: angry
rhubarb bush.sourest stuff.raw |~ ° d -
puckers.hissed looking smug..etc.

11. The reader now has an inkling of what the main problem sthe story might be.

12.

Students should ask themselves: What does the maj
accomplish in the story? (What is the story about? ' se, the main
characters want to trick the sheep and eat them. Direc
problem on the line that exemplifies this response.

Problem: Tricia

Intro: living with grag

Students place a post-it on the t of the graphic organizer. Students
list details indepen i e teacher reads this next event ending
with the words, o something-anything-better than my
brother. I'd show him! ts need more assistance, feel free to model

(g3

streak across the sky ...

spit twice between her fingers...
chest a loudslap..wish....dark sky
star shoot across the night....etc/]

omething..he couldn’
ired thought...comforted me

afreshbreeze...summer day
barb bush..sourest stuff..raw

uckers . hissed looking smug..etc.

Solution
celing: angry

*End

couldn’t stand... verything better
pick blueberries....mm set arecord
waosn’t even challenged....... 10 years

run faster..climb higher..throw farther .
Feeling: agnnoyed
sit longer.....get dirtiest....burp loudest celing:d <

Problem: Tricia yén‘rs fo do somethingbetter than Richie.

Intro: living with grandparents Story Reading Narrative
Who: grandmother, brother Richard, me Graphic Organizer

. when n
When: w e L wds y?u '9 My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
Where: Union City, Mic higan by Patricia Polacco
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13. Discuss and label the feeling for this event.

‘ Fecling:hopeful

edge of my bed....u falling star
streak across The SKy ...

spit twice between her fingers....
chest aloud slap..wish....dark sky
star shoot across the night.....etc

add new details as other students are sharing. Discuss the
the author’s word choice like...”slapped my chest,” “It was

15. Teacher calls on students to share their details.

students share their ideas, the teack

16. Students place a post-it over

......... erything better
S e W set arecord
.............. 10 years

b higher..throw farther . /
Pot dirtiest....burp loudest Feeling: gnnoyed

oblem: Tricia %n‘rs to do somethingbetter than Ric hie,

Story Reading Narrative

Intro: living with grandparents Graphic Organizer
Who: grandmother, brother Richard, me My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
When: whenI was young by Patricia Polacco

Where: Union City, Mic higan

17. Students list details on the post-it as the teacher reads the climax and solution
ending with the words, “...“What’s a big brother for, anyway?’ he said,
blushing.”
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wagons and trucks......) Four Corners

traveling carnival...hot dogs..teased
sit up and take notice.... star wish
------------------------------ merry-go-round....50 turns.......,oroud
spit twice befween her fingers I | f fell off platform....fell....announced
chest aloudslap..wish... dark sky biggest grin.........Dr.Lee......stitches
star shoot across the night...efc. etc

relationship changed,

had to be something..he couldn*
inspired thought...comforted me
like a freshbreeze....summer day
rhubarb bush..sourest stuff..raw
puckers.hissed looking smug..efc.

eling: angdry

couldn’t stand......... everything better
pick blueberries.....o. set arecord
wosn’t even challenged...... 10 years
run faster.climb higher..throw farther
sit longer.....get dirtiest....burp loudest

Problem: Tricia %n‘rs to do somethingbetter

Feeling: annoy

Intro: living with grandparents

Who: grandmother, brother Rig
When: whenI was young
Where: Union City, Mic hi

y Patricia Polacco

18. After discussing and sharing defg@i ’r guides students through sharing

the solution. The been reached (a negative one in this
case) is that the read Is that Tricia going to attempt to outdo her
brother. She is resigne ation and the story is over. I have the

students cir
er) and star key words that the climax revolves
#is will help them later see that these are the types of

1r own stories)

fell off platfor
biggest grin........

My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
by Patricia Polacco
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19. Students write a ‘feeling’ for the main character for the climax and solution.

Feeling:hopeful wagons and trucks.......Four Corners
fraveling carnival...hot dogs..teased
edge of my bed........falingstar sit up and take notice........ star wish
streak across the sKy ... merry-go-round....50 turns......,oroud
spit twice between her fingers.... | / fell off platform....fell....announced
chest aloudslap..wish...dark sky / biggest grin........Dr.Lee......stitches
star shoot across the night....efc. etc

relationship changed....... blusgng

had to be something..he couldn®t
inspired thought...comforted me Feeling:surprised
like a freshbreeze....summer day .

ling: angry
rhubarb bush..sourest stuff..raw sing:d
puckers . hissed looking smug..etc.

couldn’t stand......everything better
pick blueberries......5et arecord

wasn’t even challenged...... [0 years
run faster..climb higher..throw farther Feeling: annoyed
sit longer.....get dirtiest....burp loudest -

Intro: living with grandparents
Who: grandmother, brother Richard, me
When: whenI was young

Where: Union City, Mic higan

sit yp and take notice........5Tar wish
merry-go-round....50 turns....oroud
fell off platform....fell....announced

/ biggest grin.... Dr.\lee....stitches

etc
. relationship changed......... blushing
..... Feeling:surprised
------ clmgdnﬂrsl = " mmmEmEmm

* End

B Climb higher..throw farther |¢..1ine. annoved
ger....get dirtiest....burp loudest e / " m EEmEEEEE=

Problem: Tricia %m‘s to do something better than Ric hie.

- = = = = =
N Em EmEm == P

Story Reading Narrative

Intro: living with grandparents - .
Graphic Organizer

Who: grandmother, brother Richard, me
When: whenI was young My Rotten Red-Ht:.aded Older Brother
Where: Union City, Mic higan by Patricia Polacco
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 35
21. Teacher guides the students through listing details on the post-it as the story is
read to the end of the book.

Feeling: hopeful wagons and trucks........Four Corners
fraveling carnival...hot dogs..teased
edge of my bed......fallngstar sit up and take notice........ star wish
streak across the SKY . merry-go-round.....50 turns........proud
spit twice between her fingers.... fell off platform....fell....announced
chest aloudslap..wish... dark sky / biggest grin.......Dr.Lee..o .stifches
star shoot across the night....etc. etco..d. .
relationship changegd..... blushing

had to be something..he couldn’t
inspired thought...comforted me Feelingg bed
like a freshbreeze....summer day .

ling: angry
rhubarb bush..sourest stuff..raw cne

puckers.hissed looking smug..etfc. ouf in yard... ly’s cust
sleep outside..... s es ar y
couldn’t stand..... everything better squeezedbotho
pick blueberries.....oo.. set arecord |d onto grass.....xCSEHY...... etc.
wasn’t even challenged...... 10 years

run faster.climb higher..throw farther | e jino. anng
sit longer.....get dirtiest....burp loudest

Problem: Tricia %n‘rs Yo do somethingl® hie.

btory Reading Narrative
Graphic Organizer

y Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother
by Patricia Polacco

Intro: living with grandparents
Who: grandmother, brother Ric R
When: whenI was young

Where: Union City, Mic sk

22. Students enjd mber of details on all of their post-its. They are
g [ ey can identify the types of details that enliven a

ey are very proud at the end of this activity.

) notice setting at the beginning of the book and again at the

his is similar to a prompt: the reader ends up back where he

Richard are back with their grandmother. The asterisk is used

ader to refer back to the beginning of the story in some way to

Beginning Ending
Babushka m} Babushka
Tricia & Richard Tricia & Richard

Keep this week’s My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother’s
graphic organizer for Week 7’°s writing lessons.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6

Name: Date:

39

Sentence Work for Week 5

1. Show me...

a broken robot

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Little Timmy

I Tcan’t find my way home.”

3. Begin a sentence park  with the word...

The book was in the store.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 41

Name: Date:

Sentence Work for Week 5

1. Show me...

a silly chicken

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

John ms red of the dark!”

orbike with the word...

The animal slept in my room.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6

Name: Date:

Sentence Work for Week 5

1. Show me...

A slow turtle

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Joan nger with the hammer.”

3. Begin a sentence ie  with the word...

The bug sat on a flower.

43
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Name: Date:

Sentence Work for Week 5

1. Show me...

an old hamster

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Bobby leas&@e me my ball back!”

3. Begin a sentence ffe with the word...

The television show was on last night.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6

Name: Date:

47

Sentence Work for Week 6

1. Show me...

loud music

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Mikey 100!

3. Begin a sentence ery slide with the word...

The building is in the city.

© 2006 Kathryn Robinson
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 49

Name: Date:

Sentence Work for Week 6

1. Show me...

an old movie

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Jason last month and I miss him.’

3. Begin a sentence ery store with the word...

The city in not on this continent.
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Name: Date:

Sentence Work for Week 6

1. Show me...

a nosy neighbor

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Becky ‘] ca you with your problem.”

3. Begin a sentence ide with the word...

The newspaper was on the doorstep.
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Name: Date:

Sentence Work for Week 6

1. Show me...

a friendly lady

(Do not use the underlined word in your ‘show-me’ sentence.)

2. Said, said, said...

Steve ook down from this bridge.”

3. Begin a sentence pine with the word...

My friend ate at a restaurant.
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Student Sample Introductions — for Overhead
(For rewrite of Bad Boys by Margie Palatini)

#1

The day was hot but the pigs were hotter! Hopping
hot and mad at the two big bad boys, Willy ai@ Wally Wolf
escaped across the field.

#2

Willy and Wally Wolf bayéh
@ hat

th

ngry pigs as
they took off across Potteg ing hot Friday

afternoon.

Who wiglely o/t that two wolves could get in so
much Willy and Wally Wolf could get in

#4

Willy and Wally Wolf raced across the cornfield with
the pigs close behind. This was going to be a long day.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6

Student Example #2 — for Overhead
(For rewrite of Bad Boys by Margie Palatini)

“Wally, I think thalt we did it/ For a
while there, I Thought thal we were
goners!” chuckled Willy removing his old
dress.

“Not me! I knew that we
clever for them,” retorted

were just too bad for 1
oyl of brea

a
“Did

pushed aside the cornstalks To a
herd of sheep heading towards them.
“Are you thinking what I’'m Thinking?”
said Wally as he lic ked his ljps.
‘I sure arn!”sarid Willy.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 61

Student Example #3 — for Overhead
(For rewrite of _Bad Boys by Margie Palatini)

“NMo one will recognize us If 5SS
as sheep and rmix Wlfh thay, /1

oyl of this adven
The lwo M
dresses, high-

d Wally wiggling back
rds his dinner,

were bad. Bad. really, really
sort of cute, too.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 63

Student Example #4 — for Overhead
(For rewrite of Bad Boys by Margie Palatini)

The two bad wolves decided to hide
out from the law in the floc k. The thought
of mutton sftew made the plan even
more ihviting,

Willy and Wally preten
enfoying tea and grass to tri
info coming even closer.

“How do you do?I etty an®This i5
Trudie and Fve. ewpy around
here?”

“Why yes, swered sweelly,

T'm Willimina

e Careful because there are
ad wolves out there, my dears.”
ning fo getl hungry Thinking of
stew, Wally hurried the sheep fo
over the fence and head on.

Betty didn’t want fo jump. “You don’t
look like Bo’s sheep. There’s something
welird about you,”she said backing away
from the fence.
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6 65

Student Example #5 — for Overhead
(For rewrite of Bad Boys by Margie Palatini)

Suddenly Trudie cried, “Why Wallanda,
what big eyes you have!”

“All the beller 1o see you with”
responded Wally.

“Why Willimina, what big e
bleated Meryl stepping closer
look,

“All the better to
answered Willy.

“Wow! What chg
Belty.

“Oh, it’s the A
messes up okl wo

“Come
gestur

ave/ﬂ
a geod

Vo

ear y with,”

have,”sarid

’l/ help you,” Befly
ly o getin line.
ush over to get in line with

...... BZZ2222........ BZZZZ2222
hat noise, bees?” Wally and Willy
egan [@oking around...
denly the sheep grabbed the two bad
wolves, threw them on the ground, and
shaved them BALD!

Fmbarrassed, naked, and hungry, the two
badwolves raced off into cornfields,
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Grade Three — Part 2: Narrative: Weeks 5 & 6

Student Example #6 — for Overhe
(For rewrite of _Bad Boys by Margie Palati

The two bad wolves

took a VFRY LO

ught 1

oigs were bad ne A was d
bit too close for 1,

The Two Bi lves raced off to
walt for their ow back - which

67

the
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