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way to express our thoughts. Watching young writers dabble
is truly an awesome experience. My goal to help students of all
rate a deep love for writing by experiencing their craft in a
citiig environment. No child should ever entertain the thought that
e. As teachers and mind molders, we constantly search for
egies and methods that suit the needs of the ever-developing writer.
ave found and designed a method of instruction that meets every
writer’s needs — but as educators, we continue to try to do so. This book was
designed to simply take our ‘writers’ one step closer to the true purpose of writing —

understanding our inner thoughts.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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E rises’ Just Write writing curriculum books were designed to
writers to become accomplished writers. These daily suggestions,
have been carefully designed and implemented at every elementary
1de and motivate students into improving their writing. It is simply a
, a skeleton, if you like, of writing instruction.

Just Write: with Details & Elaboration supports all of the Just Write writing series
material. These activities and lessons will improve the quality of writing that
students have attained through direct instruction and experiencing the craft of writing.
Not only will your students learn to love writing, they will beg for more writing time.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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When young writers work, they usually struggle to remain fluent, spell words,
include punctuation, be grammatically correct, and use precise language. Students
are also expected to write in the correct genre, implement and follow a plan,
minimize off-topic information, add details, and elaborate all of their ideas. Last but
not least, we expect them to include voice and develop a sense of style.

Your writers need to fine-tune their skills. This book is packed wit ting ideas and

Many of the detail games can be conducted in a m
at the end of the day, a few minutes before o :

movement, music, and interaction.
reading quality models, your wi closer to becoming accomplished
fRbelicve they were ‘born to write’, they
must acquire this life-enhancing skl i g be successful in any line of work.
Music not only makes d beat make concepts easier to
learn. 1 play classic d while we play games. Wordless
task.” Many of the games involve playing

In other games, music is the main element

VIOst everyone loves getting up and moving around as
usic, movement, and interaction will serve to engage every

t motivates movement, activities that have writing improvement as
a focal point, interaction, this book will prove an invaluable tool for increasing
the p '

creativi

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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_ Line ‘em Upt

Details are specific words that develop a picture in the mind of the reader.
Students tend to write generic words in their writing. This activity is simple
and is best practiced 2-5 days per week. It takes less that 5 minutes, yet it
keeps precise terms at the tip of their tongue,

Supplies:
Students
Topic

types of candy this week:”

2. Assign students the task &
pictures, or grocery sto
on them. These pictur
as a resource for detaile

the picture of some candy bars

glued in their writing notebooks
ter time..

3.  When it is ti lunch, music class, art class, or

t can name a specific example of the

pcat eviously named candy bar will go to the end
it they may line up if they vary something about the
or example, Milky Way chocolate bar with peanuts.
owed at all times..

Three
Musketeers

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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me‘mﬁp!fhmm

candy bars
types of cars
grocery store
department stores
sodas
pet foods
cereals
toys
friends

. teachers

. cities

. beaches

. parks

. streets

. flowers

. types of gum

. books

. birds

. states

. countries

. airlines

. hotels

. types of snakes

. types of pets

. types of dogs

. brands of s0aps

. brands of te i

. songs

. board games

NN R =
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37. 11
38.
39. fast food restaurants
40. brands of sneakers/shoes

41. football/sports teams

42. football/sports players

43, sporting events (e.g. Superbowl)
44. coaches

45. stadiums

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc.

6. carnivals/county fairs

47. specific types of zoo animals
48. countries other than your own
49. doctors

50. shopping areas
51.
52.
53.
54.
55. movies
56. cartoon charac
. Principals

. cousins
. aunts/uncles

. types of bikes

. meals on a menu

. brands of cookies

. sandwiches

. famous buildings

. museums

. companies

. birds

. reptiles

. school names

. fruits

. vegetables

. holidays

. times of day

. characters from a novel
. chores

. fancy restaurants

. science tools

. two-name colors (€.g. sky blue)
84. nursery rhymes

85. trees

86. forest creatures

87. national parks

88. telephone numbers

89. addresses

90. bugs

www.writemath.com
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_ Details, Details, Degals...

Details are specific words that develop a picture in the mind of the reader.
Students tend to use generic words in their writing. For example: He put the
things in the drawer. Students should be specific in their writing: Mark put his
socks in the drawer. This activity helps them realize the t of words that
represent details.

Supplies:
Details, Details, Details cards on overhead transparency
Overhead projector
Timer/stopwatch

Paper per student
Pencil per student

ents one minute to write as many nouns and verbs related
gory as possible.

llow s
o the

3. Students share their list of details with the class. Classmates verify
that all words listed are nouns and verbs.

4.  Student with the highest score wins the round.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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birthday | things at the
party Z

things 1n a
desert Q oo
foothall oard game
parts

bu things at a
@ Is park

surfing playground
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ﬁ@@m De @@iig%o

Comments:
Students learn from peers whenever they play a game or do a cooperative
activity. Teamwork can eliminate competitiveness of individugl competitions.
Allowing the highest scoring team player’s score to re nt the team’s
overall score eliminates the pressure or embarrassme
member’s weakness in a particular area.

Supplies:
Details, Details, Details cards on overhead transparency (See

Overhead projector
Timer/stopwatch
Paper per student
Pencil per student

e 15)

1. Place category on the overhea

he individual scores to obtain their ‘team’ score. This
ents to share their details with the team.

/snorketing

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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Team Details Topic ldeas

Summer things 1n a
things garage
annoying

things

seb

music

Flea mark
class
dar% mountains
O
clothing Thanksgiving

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc.
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Comments:
Students tend to think along familiar lines. They use -learned
categories. For example, if the category is animals, th '

Supplies:
Topic cards on overhead transparg
Overhead projector
Timer/stopwatch

Paper per student
Pencil per student

bers cross out the words on their own list that the leader
example, if the leader has the word “lion” on his/her list of
s, team members with the word “lion” on their list will cross
out the word “lion” on their list.

6. Another member announces the words on their list that are not
crossed out. During this time, other team members (excluding the
leader) cross out duplicate words on their lists.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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7. Game continues until all team members have shared their details with
the team. During each round, the team members that have previously
shared their details DO NOT cross anything out on their list. (If each
member crosses out the appropriate words, this should not be a
problem.)

8. Teams total the individual non-crossed out items fi
Hint:

This activity not only causes students to expand their
eliminates the desire to copy.

overhead

Team Member #2' List
markers
paper
books
SEISSers
crayons computer
scissors e
erasers pencils
students overhead_
="
IIf,?'—/

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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Cross Out Topic ldeas

needed for babies
a car lik
garage ook
sales

bu

randma’s
house

t?b Halloween
%’ ents
fast things | gymnastics

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc.
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D:D b@ 0

Comments:

reenact the action in vivid detail.
words like thing, stuff, fun, etc.

scripted image. Writers need d focus on the types of words
that they should use 1 Through comparing generic
words to precise vocab gecome aware of the interesting
effects that language can reader.

very writer (See pages 111-150)

one claboration page per student. (e.g. why you like a
animal/type of animal)

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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2. Students share their favorite types of animals.

3.  With a partner, each student will brainstorm reasons that he/she likes
a particular animal.

4.  After deciding upon a favorite animal, students w, e of the
animal after the word ‘like’ at the beginning of

Topic: Explain why you like a particular

One reason that I like My

of the page, students write a specific
|s particular animal (In the example below: playing
Suggest that students choose something
that the : or something that they do with the animal.
iters will often write that they like a particular animal
s cute or is friendly. These words are very difficult to
naintain accuracy.

Topic: Explain why you like a particular type of animal.
One reason that I like My Persian cat

fake out
mouse

© 2007 WriteMath Enterperocosreee- ——d.writemath.com




Details & Elaboration

6.

Display a model of a well-developed idea.

playing with my Persian cat)

fake
oyt
mouse

Topic: Explain why you like a particular type of animal.

that I

A ﬁ' W

One reason that I likea Persian cg
dn pid e Jddame e-U 1'

001'0"00. ‘n'o'

Ist tter if itsqueaks to "0\
attention during the game. Youtheti v
pretendto throw it aci@ss the room. MGt
at wsually runs after it g% pends abolr 5

. .
0 10 Min S 100 KIE DI quece l‘

behind chairs, afi ovaR j umg ‘U' on the
back of the sgf@ to pe 2l behin e pillows
perore llles 1C K ee ifit couldbe
_— -
Hnm Q n dl Goesn N 70

Ol. 00.\\‘h 0' im the mouse

d ewd \‘%)ML TTIT Tl

Thasdame is % fun but it teaches vour
T le 2 e vV

Q

10.

Reread the first two sentences in the writing. The writer’s words like
“Fake-Out Mouse” are precise details.

Explain that the writer included at least four precise details that built

a picture for the reader.
© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc.

(e.g. The elaboration sample of

e left-hand side, point out that this particular
be elaborating only the information in this box. (e.g.:

www.writemath.com
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11. Students highlight the precise vocabulary and share the specific
details that the writer used in the description.

Topic: Explain why you like a particular type of animal.

One reason that I likea Persian cat ns thg

fake
out | [v'sbetterif it 5
MOoUSe | ¢ qi's attentiond

fake stuffed mo
squeaks loud

the paragraph, students highlight
the details the writer inc 11[08§sate his paragraph’s main idea.

fake stuffed mouse.
squeaks loudly

ca‘r s attention during the game,

pre‘rend to throw ! across the room.

darts about 5-10
minutes looking under tables,squeezing
behind chairs, jumping
back of the sofa o peek behind the pillows

running bac.k
stillin my hands. doesn’t run for
as areward it was a trick.

not only fun but il teaches vour

v e ioa]

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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Students should identify 15-20 details in the remaining portion of the
paragraph, such as:

° pretend to throw
across the room
darts

about 5-10 minutes

looking under tables
squeezing behind chairs
jumping

back of the sofa
peek

behind the
running ba

more interesting when played as a game. Students
three minutes to elaborate the detail that they have
ox (e.g. Fake-Out Mouse). Point out that the sample
e "Fake-out mouse’, so students may not use this as their
laborate because it is copyrighted. This will allow writers
ack to the model without copying it.

detail

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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14.

15.

16.

19.

Writers highlight the words that they consider precise language. It is
always interesting to note which words developing writers think are
above-grade-level. Sometimes they consider words like ‘beautiful’
and ‘terrific’ above grade level because they spelled them correctly.
Through repeated modeling and sharing, writers develop a sense of
which vocabulary words improve their writing.

While a student shares his/her writing indivi
awards points by dropping a marble or an M &

teacher
andy in

points for the writer is equal to the nu

the cup.

Team sharing is an alternatghs hnique.¥ach team member
reads their paper aloud C am. One team member is the
point person. As eac r shares their writing aloud, the

point person’s writi ' tg. After choosing a winning
' epresents their group against all

this smalll group, everyone shares and there will be time for another
u writing.

As soon as each student share his/her writing, the teacher questions
the writer as to whether he/she could add another round of
information to this idea or are they finished with this aspect of the
main idea.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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20.

21.

22.

If a writer has more information to continue the writing, he/she will
simply add these ideas to his writing when the group continues
another 2-3-minute round of writing.

If the writer seems to have exhausted his/her ideas on this aspect of
the main idea, the writer draws another box off to th t side of the
paragraph.

One reason that I likea Persian cat is that T
can play the game Fake-Out Mouse withI him.,
Ln this game youget a fake stuffed mouse,

fake |It'sbetterif itsqueaks to keep the cat’s
oyt |affention duringthe game. Youthen just
mouse pretendto throw it across the room. My cat
cat wually runs after it andspends about
fo l0 mmm‘e§ \ookmg under Tgb\e§ §queez ng
behind ai devenj g up
,3 ko the sofafo p ekbe hln ll\o S

Tll\lnrn hand mm

qs q rewurd for knowm ’r nT was a
The game is not onl aches y@
anticipa

With the assistance of th or Wdependently, students write a
new detail W elaborate in the new box. It is

d. In this way, the teacher can assist
ideas and ensure that the student is still
" (e.g. in this case, playing a game with the
Persian

One reason that I likea Persian cat is that I
can play the game Fake-Out Mouse withI him
In this game youget a fake stuffed mouse.,
It’s betterif itsqueaks to keep the cat’s
attention during the game. Youthen just
pretendto throw it across the room. My cat
catl wually runs after it andspends about 5
to 10 minuteslooking under tables,squeezing
behind chairs, and even umping up on the
back of the sofa to peek behind the pillows

i t if it
stillin my hands, I1f my cat doesn’t run for
| I I
as areward for knowing that it was a trick.
The game is not only fun but it teaches your

© 2007 WriteMath LQLT_o_qnhc,_lpaIe_pLe;L— ritemath.com
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23. Writers that are adding another aspect of the main idea must be
reminded to include a transitional phrase as they move on to make
the reader aware of the switch to a new area. Since the writer is in
the middle of the paragraph, only short phrases are usyally required
(i.e.: also, even, besides, etc.).

24. The teacher times the group during anot utes of
elaboration. Once again, writers share the n ' '

25. This small group situation is arg
share last and
of the teacher’s
g out some particularly great
d in their writing.

allow students to count t
sharing, students ofte ]

\

 YOUR WRITING?

itemath.com
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Topic: Explain why you do/don’t like babysitting

One reason that I do/don’t like babysitting is

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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Topic: Explain why you like playing a game

The main reason that I like playing

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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Nearrative

Supplies:

A copy of one elaboration page for
Highlighter
Pencil per writer
Timer

Marble/M & M’s
Plastic cup

1. Distribute a
an adventure
dent in the class will write as if this

1s thet

ic: Write about an adventure with a door

day January 11" was no ordinary Monday — it was
rangest day of my life.

I was strolling down Floral Avenue on my way to pick
up Chris and head onto school. Just as I crossed Main Street,
the house at 2302 Floral Avenue caught my eye. I had
walked by this house at least a hundred times and never
noticed how unusual the front door appeared.

As I turned to walk up the sidewalk to the entrance,
Chris rushed up to me and shouted, “_

I responded

Just then, the door creaked open very, very slowly.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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2.

3.

Read the first two paragraphs with the students.

Discuss the concept that requires elaboration. For example, if the
author uses an opinion in the story or focuses the reader’s attention
on a visual aspect of the scene, the reader expects a description to
follow that creates a scene in the reader’s mind. i
author claims that the door looked unusual to hi r. Therefore, a
description of the door must follow to ‘show’ t type of
door the author considers “unusual”.

Display a model of another student’s I 'c. The
elaboration sample of circus door)

noticed ho ront door appeared.
i he front of @ Birney Ring

he top of the door was

EFach lion’s mouth was

g to devour the next
StreTching along the sides

aakes lined yp end to end
At the bottom stood a
arching in unison, I had never
my whole life,

I was strolling down Floral Avenue on my way to pick
Chris and head onto school. Just as I crossed Main Street,
house at 2302 Floral Avenue caught my eye. [ had
alked by this house at least a hundred times and never
noticed how  wunusual the front door appeared.
The frame was edged in gold and dlong the
right side grew a vine of soft flaring frumpet roses.
In the center of the door was an oval window that
filled the door from top to bottom. The bright morning
Sun sparkled as it reflected off the head of unicom
that was etched into the glass. On the left side was a
handle, shaped like a garden rake with its prongs
twistedinto the shape of a hook. I wondered who the
new owner of this fairy-tale entrance couldbe.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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5. Students point out the details that created a visual effect in this piece
of writing.

6. Model highlighting the concept that the students will elaborate. (e.g.
unusual...front door)

I was strolling down Floral Avenue on my wa
up Chris and head onto school. Just as I crossed
the house at 2302 Floral Avenue caught m
walked by this house at least a hundred tim
noticed how |unusual the |[front door

7. On their own page, each student yiliphi the w that require

8. ors of the sample paragraphs
ore, the class may not copy their

opyrighted’ forces students to

r yet I am able to keep the

9. Thecl and creates a visual image of the type

Id like to describe. Visual imagery is

as an individual student shares his/her writing, the teacher awards
points by dropping a marble in a plastic cup for every above-grade-
level or precise expression. The noise of the object hitting the cup is
an auditory reminder of the words that the teacher considered great
details. The total number of points for the writer is equal to the

number of marbles in the cup.
© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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13. After students have shared their writing, point to the next section of
the writing that contains a quotation with dotted lines.

As I turned to walk up the sidewalk to the entrance,
Chris rushed up to me and shouted, “

14. Students decide who is issuing the quote. (e.g.: C i n be a girl
or boy’s name.)

15. The class shares a couple of quotations that Chris ut to
‘me’ (the author).
(e.g. “Have you ever seen an

> [ responded

short to force writers to include only dialogue that is brief
ive. Developing writers find it easier to include a lot of
in their story rather than adding description and action. To
limit the amount of dialogue in a short story, I confine my students to
one exchange of dialogue per scene. For example, one character may
speak, another character responds, and maybe the first character will
say one last short quote. This is all the dialogue that they are allowed
to include in any particular scene. This forces the young writer to

use more descriptive writing in their story.
© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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19. Remind young writers that this dialogue is all part of a continuous
story.

20. Writers then share their creations.
(e.g. “Never! It’s unbelievable!™)

or

« So whatl! I'm not afraid of him!

21. Point out the line that follows the

” I responded

22.

description or action. This raises the
out examples, ask students to open a

rtainly not,” said Professor McGonagal, raising her

(page 119,. Chapter 7, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J.K.Rowling)

c. “No,” said Harry, getting into bed.
(page 174,. Chapter 10, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J.K.Rowling)

d. “Enter,” said the old wizard in a feeble voice.
(page 245,. Chapter 13, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J.K.Rowling)

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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23. During this next round of writing, students add an appropriate short
piece of description or action to their quotation.
(e.g. “Never! It’s unbelievable!” I responded in awe of this amazing
piece of artistry.)

24. hey sh

heir writing
with the class.

ortion of the writing. If not,
lesson or assign for homework
eir score should be awarded
and detailed description of

25. If time allows, continue wit
leave this next section 1

one could be at the door and they will describe their
ustial appearance.

¢ door could swing open to display the entry way and they
could describe it.

Sound could begin emanating from the interior.
Something could be materializing.
Anything pleasant, scary, sad, etc. could happen.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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28.

29.

30.

This writing can be timed to continue the ‘activity’ or to keep the
writers focused. Even after the timer stops, writers should be
allowed to include additional information to the writing as they await
their turn to share. Always provide positive support to any writer
that edits his/her work as they are sharing. Positive reinforcement of
editing behavior encourages good writing habits.
writers are hesitant to share for fear of peer ridi€ule or making
mistakes. Every writer makes mistakes. Thes
they are true writers.

Eager to continue their story, developi cad in
time too quickly. The elaboration can in di e event
must have a good description s
same scene in his her mind.

e in which the writer did not
ation.

ed open very, very slowly. A
stepped out onto the porch, Chris

ces of information are missing...

he writer stated that the man was “funny-looking” without
showing the reader a picture of the man.

e What was the man doing?

e Was the man friendly? Mean? Scary?

e Why did the two children “run away”?

everal

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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31.

32.

Beginning writers need to practice elaborating a few minutes of
actual time into several sentences. A paragraph can be filled with
simply a description of one scene or a simple action. Lack of
practice with appropriate transitional phrases will also create a story
that 1s jumpy or list-like and make a story’s need for elaboration even
greater. A writer can improve his/her writing work on
elaboration by keeping their story about 30 minutgéfto two hours of
actual time. This short span of time will hel
focus their thinking and create a more tight
writing.

After practicing this activity several t1 and the
class, a specific page could makegg activity or a
short and important homewor}
writing lesson.

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com
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Topic: Write about an adventure with a door

Monday January 11™ was no ordinary Monday — it was the
strangest day of my life.

I was strolling down Floral Avenue on my way to pick up
Chris and head onto school. Just as I crossed Maus, Street, the
house at 2302 Floral Avenue caught my eye. I hadéwalked by this
house at least a hundred times and never notic
front door appeared.

As I turned to walk S alk to the entrance, Chris
rushed up to me and

29

I responded

t the door creaked open very, very slowly.

(Describe a person or the in

© 2007 WriteMath Enterprises, Inc. www.writemath.com



Details & Elaboration 38
Topic: Write about something that you built or made

One Saturday afternoon my friend Sam and I were lying on
the beach watching some kids build a sandcastle with sand, water,
shovels, and buckets. I decided that I wanted to make the best
sandcastle on the beach.

I jumped up, kicking sand all over Sam, and

(13

” replied Sam

We began to clear an a
sandcastle.

er for our

(Describe clearing the area.)

(Describe one step in building the castle.)
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