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Introduction 
 

Just Conventions is a great center in the Just Turn & Share Series.  
This series gives students daily practice in four language arts areas: 
grammar, capitalization, conventions, and phonetics.  After gradually 
working in a center-based atmosphere, students can tackle all four centers in 
less than half an hour.  This program can be used in conjunction with any 
regular language arts series.  Some students have difficulty attaining 
proficiency in specific language arts areas due to the limited practice 
provided by a textbook.  Just Turn & Share language arts centers provide 
real-world practice with a variety of language arts concepts.  The scientific 
information about organisms in this book is accurate.  The names and 
dialogue are fictional to provide practice with quotations, titles, and 
addresses. 

 

The series is designed for a center-based review of concepts or as whole-
group overhead instruction for four days per week.  These lessons provide 
practice for 30 weeks of the school year.  Each grammar concept is covered 
for at least one week before a new area is introduced to the students.  Mini-
lessons based on the convention-of-the-week should be conducted daily. 
 

The new concept for the week is listed in the Table of Contents.  At the onset 
of a new concept, we recommend that teachers conduct a mini-lesson before 
releasing students to work the centers.  Each center contains concept-
information sheets with student-directions about how to perform individual 
concepts.  These information sheets have a third-grade readability level.  I 
recommend that the information sheets remain at the centers as long as 
possible to accommodate new students entering the class throughout the 
year.   
 

Suggestions: 
• The information pages contain open letters              to be colored in 

with bright colors to draw students’ eyes to the concept. 
( )

• Each center sheet should be placed in a plastic protective cover.  
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Students self-correct their answer sheets three out of the four days.  Self-
correction prevents embarrassment and allows students time to seek guidance 
from the teacher and practice each concept before an assessment.  I 
recommend placing a sign-up sheet in the classroom to allow students to sign 
up for assistance in their less proficient areas.  The teacher can then assist 
those that have signed up for help during the next day’s Center Time.  The 
fourth day of each week is teacher-corrected and entered in a grade book.  If 
you have any questions please feel free to e-mail us through our website:  

www.writemath.com. 
 

I know that you will have as much fun employing this program as I have had 
designing it.  Remember the program is as simple as turning each page and 
sharing the activities with your class.  So go ahead just… 
 
 
 
 

with your students. 
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She’s not talking
to me!

Al

Dan, do you have
my lollipop? Me?

Dan
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For example: 

Melissa said, I want to go home“ ”
“ ”Please don’t go home now  begged Katie

For example: 

Melissa responded, What do you want to play“ ”
“ ”I want to play video games  shouted Katie.

A question mark and an exclamation point are placed inside

For example: 
Did Mom say Come in right now“ ”  

the quotation marks when they are part of the main sentence.SAMPLE
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Conventions 
(Day #1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation. 
 

A. ranger Samson said one student red wolves resemble 
small German Shepherds 

 
B. the ranger continued children although the coat (of the 

red wolf) is tinged with red, the background hair color is 
gray or black 

 
C. forest ranger do male and females mate and remain 

together until one dies asked a hiker 
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Conventions 
(Day #2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation. 
 

A. young man red wolves are just like gray wolves 
responded the forest ranger 

 
B. ranger don’t red wolves hide in natural caves asked a 

young student 
 
C. young lady they use caves to shelter and protect their 

young pups responded the ranger  
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Conventions 
(Day #3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation. 

 
A. dr. Smith do gray wolves hunt by day or at night 

questioned a student  
 
B. dr. Smith responded yes young lady gray wolves 

usually hunt in family parties or in packs of 20 to 40 
individuals by day 

 
C. doctor i heard that a pack of wolves can take down a 

moose added one hunter  
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Conventions 
(Day #4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation. 

 
A. dr. Jason is it true that wolves are great swimmers and 

will even chase prey deep into ponds and lakes 
questioned a student 

 
B. my dear child a gray wolf has great endurance 

answered Dr. Jason 
 
C. dr. Jason added the student i heard that a gray wolf can 

outrun its prey and will follow it deep into water  
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capital

capital

ittle 
on the

each

ut

capital

Chapter Two

   Bam! Nathan slammed the door

and headed towards his room.  

Today was going to be a day just 

like any other day.  As he turned

the corner and headed towards his

room, he saw his mother coming

in the garage door with a giant 

bucket, two shovels, a beach ball

a n d  h i s  b e a c h  b a g .

   “How would you like to go to

Clearwater Beach today?” She said.

   “Sure!” Nathan shouted back as

h e  d a r t e d  d o w n  t h e  h a l l .

   “Can Andy come, too?”  Nathan 

shouted from behind his bedroom 

   “I don’t see why not,” responded 

   “Why don’t to ask his mom and his 

little sister, too.”  She suggested as she 

reached inside the refrigerator door and 

started loading sodas into the cooler.

   “What kind of soda do you think that

Andy like?” Called Nathan’s mother.

   “Probably Coke,” Nathan shouted

back as he came racing into the

   “Dad’s going to meet us there 

when he gets off of work,” Mom

continued as she handed Nathan

16

16

door

Mom.  

kitchen.  

Way Down Upon the
Hillsborough River

2 �
L /P

��zL� 
7 � � /P��zL���
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each

ut
I read the book, 

 by E.E.Edgers.
Little Hut

on the Beach

I read the book, 
 by E.E.Edgers.

Little Hut
on the Beach

or
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Conventions 
(Day #1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation.   
 

A. dragonflies through binoculars is a wonderful book 
written by sydney m dunkle 

 
B. blair nikula wrote a great long play for beginning 

actors about dragonflies entitled stokes beginner’s 
guide to dragonflies 

 
C. dragonflies of north america was a collection of works 

written by james g needham 
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Conventions 
(Day #2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation.   
 

A. i read in florida’s fabulous insects book that 
dragonflies are one of the fastest flying insects in the 
insect world claimed matthew 

 
B. dragonflies can reach speeds of 35 mph quoted 

matthew from the TV series entitled dragonflies 
 
C. dragonflies capture their prey with their jaws while 

flying according to the movie called dragonflies by 
mark drupe 
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Conventions 
(Day #3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation.   
 

A. according to the book unusual treats by jonas spindly 
on the island of bali in Indonesia children make the tips 
of long poles sticky to catch dragonflies  

 
B. the long poem entitled snacks states that after catching 

dragonflies on sticks, the children pluck their wings 
and stir-fry them in spices  

 
C. yuck yelled matthew as he closed the book and picked 

up a magazine called bugs weekly 
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Conventions 
(Day #4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Write the letter that corresponds to each sentence below on a piece of paper. 
• Copy the sentence(s) and add the correct capitalization and punctuation.   
 

A. the larvae are very unique cried matthew as he 
continued to read another book entitled the life of a 
dragonfly 

  
B. in the TV series dragonfly, matthew learned that the 

rectal chamber of dragonfly larvae is lined with gills 
that help them breathe when water is pumped in and 
out  

 
C. in another magazine entitled insect world, matthew 

found that …when the larvae is attacked, they contract 
their rectum and shoot a jet of water to get away from 
danger 
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